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By Kathy Wells, Director of FOMs

Some people may not agree that growth has slowed down, and on a drive through
Wasilla it is obvious to see how they come to that conclusion. New commercial develop-
ments are cropping up on vacant land near Cottonwood Creek and older storefronts are
being replaced with new buildings and businesses.

However, on a drive through any neighborhood or other areas of the borough the sprout-
ing of real estate signs are prolific. What is more telling is the amount of time these signs
remain in their locations for residential and commercial properties the past few months.

Is this a sign of things to come? Will the nationwide trend of a slow down in the real estate
and housing industry last long? How long will Alaska and the Mat-Su sport “for sale” or
“for lease” signs on the same properties for long periods? These are questions that pose
no easy answers right now. However, there is a bright side for anyone who supports plan-
ning ahead for growth and development instead of playing catch up by reacting to it.

FoMS is a citizen based land use planning organization that thrives on working on plan-
ning issues borough wide and we take every opportunity in any venue to promote this
effort. Informing and engaging citizen’s from all walks of life to participate in community
comprehensive plans, transportation and trail planning, watershed, agriculture and forest
land plans and green infrastructure projects is what makes us tick. The ongoing support
of our members is valued and keeps us focused and motivated.

So, we view this slow down in the Mat-Su housing market as a time that investors in the
stock or mutual fund market fondly refer to as “a buying opportunity.” We have a bit of
breathing room to plan ahead. This is no time to sit on the sidelines waiting to see if
growth will surge again soon or if someone else will do the heavy lifting. This is the per-
fect time to get involved, get to know your community, your neighbors and work on im-
plementing ideas to creatively plan for the future. FOMS has worked hard over the past
nine years and will not slow its pace or take a break now.

We welcome this “buying opportunity”and invite all of you to invest in our future and
take advantage of a good deal.
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Seven core principals suggest that Green infrastructure...
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Is the underlying framework for conservation and development.

)
2) Occurs before development to preserve now rather than buy later.
3) Considers green spaces as an ecological whole, rather than isolated parcels.
4) Functions across multiple jurisdictions and at different scales.
5) Is grounded in sound science and land use planning theories and practices.
6) Is a critical public investment and needs to be a primary budget item.
7) Involves diverse stakeholders and community buy-in is extremely important.

Recently, the Mat-Su Borough Planning Commission adopted a proposal to include
green infrastructure as a component of the borough’s comprehensive plans and it is
now part of the borough'’s Request For Proposal (RFP) process. This is a huge step
for our borough policy makers and will influence the way that growth and develop-
ment occur in conjunction with protection of valuable green ways, wildlife corridors,
trails and farms. Green infrastructure planning requires long-range management
and an ongoing commitment because it encompasses a wide variety of natural and
restored native ecosystems.

One area we have become particularly interested in is how to incorporate saving val-
uable farmland into the overall green infrastructure plan. Many regions around the
country are establishing green infrastructure plans with farms, forests and gateways
as their highest priority. The urban growth edges of many towns and cities are ad-
jacent to agricultural lands. Palmer is an excellent example of a small urban area sur-
rounded by fertile agricultural land that is successfully farmed. But, without ade-
quate planning and foresight our farmland will disappear into the abyss of housing
and commercial development.

Friends of Mat-Su is looking to partner with the borough planning team to help be-
gin the process of implementing green infrastructure in our communities. Over the
next few months we will be meeting with borough staff to discuss ways that we can
be involved with identifying areas where green infrastructure can meaningfully be
applied. We will also develop a comprehensive strategy to work closely with com-
munities through out the borough so that everyone buys into this concept and par-
ticipates. The Mat-Su Valley is blessed with stunning landscapes, clean air and water,
abundant fish and wildlife, and fertile farmland. But all of this is at risk of being lost
to thoughtless and wayward development. Therefore, we feel like we are in a terrific
position to promote green infrastructure into our long range planning.




COAL BED METHANE UPDATE
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Fowler Oil & Gas Corp.is forging ahead with plans
to develop coal bed methane on the Kircher prop-
erty on Trunk Road. Bob Fowler, chairman and CEQ,
has submitted the necessary paperwork to the
Mat-Su Borough in hopes of obtaining a condition-
al use permit. Fowler's application is the first CBM
proposal to be submitted to the planning depart-
ment under the borough's coal bed methane
ordinance.

The borough has hired the Anchorage consulting
firm Bristol Environmental & Engineering Services
Corp.with experience in coal bed methane to pro-
vide an informed review. The consulting firm has
asked for more information about water monitor-
ing, permitting, and historical and cultural issues.
Fowler has had no problems providing the infor-
mation requested and has anticipated the complex
application process. The CBM ordinance, passed in
2004, limits well density, requires setbacks from
homes and schools, and sets forth rules for notify-
ing the pubilic.

Fowler plans to drill a single well in a hayfield and
use a horizontal drilling strategy to probe coal
seams sideways with some 800 branches from the
main stem, like an upside-down tree. Four land-
owners across 840 acres stand to gain royalties.
Over the next 50 years, Fowler hopes to extract
much of the 382 billion cubic feet of methane he
estimates lies trapped in coal seams.

Along with the borough permit on the Kircher well,
Fowler needs a drilling permit from the Alaska Qil and
Gas Conservation Commission, as well as permission to
inject water pulled from coal seams into deeper sand-
stone formations. Fowler said his company is waiting to
file an application because company president Arlen
Ehm hopes to get an exemption from state regulations
that require the firm to obtain a separate permit for
each of the 800 lateral branches they hope to drill.

Fowler said it would take about a month to drill the pi-
lot well. Then gas would start flowing immediately. He
expects to know right away if the well pans out. Fowler
said he is also considering wells near Palmer-Fishhook
and Farm Loop roads, as well as the Alaska State Fair
grounds, but won't apply for any permits for new wells
until this first well proves out.

A public hearing before the planning commission is
scheduled for Oct. 1,2007 at 6 p.m.at the Central Pub-
lic Safety Building, Station 6-1.For more information,
go to www.matsugov.us/Planning/publicreviewdocs.
cfmand scroll down to the bottom of the page. Hard
copies of the project summary may be obtained from
the Planning Department. |

| just recently came back from a trip to Europe
and it made me realize how much our coun-
try has forgotten about personal responsibil-
ity, about making sure that our actions don't
negatively affect other people. With the
increasing growth in the valley, FOMS has
continued to play an important role.One that
helps create a level and fair playing field and
helps foster that personal responsibility we all
have towards each other. That ideology is
what attracted me to FoMS.

After receiving my B.S. degree from San
Diego State University in Management in
1992, my wife, Danelle and | moved to Eagle
River in 1995.Some have asked why my
affiliation with FOMS given that | live in Eagle
River. | spend a lot of time in the Valley -Fish-
ing to mountain biking, golf to snowmachin-
ing. The valley is a great place to spend
quality, outdoor time. Furthermore, as some
of you know, | also work as a Financial Advisor.
Itis a job that | truly enjoy. It has also fortified
my belief on corporate responsibility. What
FoMS does for our community is broad, but
the most important element — FoMS allows
for fairness, which in turns creates community
responsibility.
| want to thank you again for your continued
support of FOMS. Without each and every
one of you, we are nothing.

David Van Holstyn
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| offered to serve on the Board after watching
FoMS closely over the years. The more | heard,
the more convinced | became that FOMS is an
effective voice in the wilderness—a voice for
open, public decision making on matters of
critical importance to the future of our
Borough—a voice for growth that does not
destroy our Mat-Su way of life. Our population
will nearly double in the next dozen years.
Growth is inevitable, but choices will be
made—either by our citizens or by the devel-
opers. Growth can be positive or growth can
be destructive. Growth provides a range of
exciting options for people who are willing to
work together. FOMS gives us a choice and a
voice.

During my four-decade-long career | spent
some time financing and managing roads,
sewers, an electric utility, natural resources,
public lands and other government programs;
| had oversight of major real estate develop-
ments and park land acquisitions; | had hands
on experience with environmental regulations
and tax exempt bonds; | had experience with
entrepreneurs, elected officials, lobbyists and
career public servants. | think FOMS can make
good use of my experiences.

| pledge to nurture FOMS’ continuing evolution
as a forceful advocate for responsible growth. |
will encourage all of FOMS' constituencies to
unite to shape the future of our Mat-Su way of
life.

Sid McCausland



fall 6

By Sue Ely - Field Coordinator

Proposition 1 is a poorly written and costly ballot initiative that Mat-Su voters will be asked to decide on in
the October election.Imported from Oregon, where it has already resulted in over 7,500 lawsuits, Proposition
1 will cost Mat-Su taxpayers millions of dollars by creating a “pay or waive” system. “Pay or Waive” means that
local communities have to decide whether to waive laws for special interests or force taxpayers to pay these
special interests to follow the rules.

Proposition 1 will cost Mat-Su taxpayers millions of dollars in administration fees alone. By creating an envi-
ronment of lawsuits and special interest litigation, Propostion 1 will take away a neighborhood’s right and
ability to protect themselves and their property values from incompatible developement. Finally, because
Propostion 1 is so poorly written it is guaranteed to result in many lawsuits just to figure out what the intiat-

inve actually means. i
The Mat-Su taxpayers Against Proposition 1 has formed to protect Mat-Su residents from the cost, confusion FOMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS - From left to right are Mike Chmielewski, Bill Mohrwinkel, Jim Chesbro, Sid McCausland
and lawsuits that will result if Proposition 1 passes. To learn more visit www.matsutaxpayer.org. & David Van Holstyn (not pictured are Mary Barrett, Joe Irvine and Phil Munger).

FRIENDS OF MAT-SU THANKS
e PO LV ING EOUN AL IONS. OCTOBER IS THE TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO FRIENDS OF MAT-SU. PLEASE
CORPORATIONS AND COMPANIES USE THE FORM ON THE NEWSLETTER. WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT.

FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT:

ALASKA CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
CARR-GOTTSTEIN PROPERTIES
FRED MEYER FOUNDATION

FULL METAL MINERALS Friends of Mat-Su * Membership Renewal Form

PATAGONIA INC. . . . ) . .

THE PUMPKIN HILL FOUNDATION Friends of Mat-Su (FOMS) provides land use information, advocates for borough wide planning, promotes
IWIRIAP 210D SARAITES FUSIAL AlD) citizen involvement and offers tools and support to develop a healthy and vibrant community.

WILDLIFE SERVICE
WAL-MART

RETURN TO FOMS: P O BOX 116 * PALMER, AK * 99645 « PH: 746-0130 * FAX: 746-0142

Name (please print)

Agency/Organization/Company Name:
Last year the board of directors for the Matanuska Electric Association (MEA) decided not to renew their gency/Org / pany

contract to purchase power from Chugach Electric Association, set to expire in 2014. MEA’s consulting
firm, CH2M Hill, drafted an Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) with parameters laid out by MEA that recom-

mends the construction of a 100-megawatt coal plant and a 100-megawatt natural gas plant. Initially, Mailing Address: gy = ZIF
only a 10-page summary of the IRP was available for public review. .
n May 2007, MEA sent advisory ballots to co-op members asking to choose a site for the power plants, Street Address: City State
but did not query ratepayers as to what kind of power plants should be built. After the site was chosen, )
the board finally agreed to release the full IRP due to pressure from concerned ratepayers. Phone: Fax: Email:
MEA's recent advisory vote was in direct response to the Mat-Su Borough’s power plant ordinance. The
ordinance requires electrical generating power plants to research the financial, health, and environ-
mental impacts of a project in order to receive a permit from the planning commission. This ordinance Membership: New Renewal
received overwhelming support from residents during the public comment period and public hearings.
The assembly voted to pass the ordinance by a 5-1 vote on August 28, 2007. ___Annual Individual $30.00 Payment: $ TOTAL
___Annual Family $50.00
Significantly, this ordinance will hold companies accountable to residents to build the cleanest, safest, ___Annual Student $20.00
and most efficient power plant. The ordinance does not make it impossible to build a power plantin ___Community Council $35.00 Cash Check
the Mat-Su, it simply requires high standards. ___Lifetime Membership $500.00

___Business/Corporation $100.00
- The FOMS Staff ___Donation $





